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WEST  KESTEVEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  1947. 


Population  (estimated  for  the  year)  15,850 
Area  122,406  acres 

Rateable  Value  £65,700 

Estimated  Product  of  Penny  Rate  £290-18-9 


BIRTHS 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

.  324 

156 

167 

Illegitimate  .... 

.  30 

15 

15 

Stillbirths 

.  5 

4 

1 

BIRTH  RATE  . 

Average  for  England  &  Wales 


....  22.59  per  1,000 population 
....  20.5  per  1,000  population 


DEATHS 

Infants  under  1  year 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate  .... 


15  7  8 

13  5  13 

2  2  — 


INFANTILE  DEATH  RATE  .... 
Average  for  England  &  Wales 


....  42.49  per  1,000  live  births 
....  41.0  per  1,000  live  births 


DEATH  RATE  ....  ....  ....  ....  13.12  per  1,000 pouplation 

Average  for  England  &  Wales  ....  12.0  per  1,000  population 

Total  Males  Females 
208  103  105 


TOTAL  DEATHS  at  all  ages 
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Public  Health  Department, 

19,  Watergate, 

Grantham. 

October,  1948. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  District  for  the  year  1947. 

The  report  records  work  carried  out  during  the  first  few  weeks 
of  the  year  when  my  predecessor  the  late  Dr.  C.  H.  D.  Robbs  held 
office,  during  the  following  months  when  there  was  no  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  during  my  office  from  August  onwards. 

The  interim  period  between  Medical  Officers  was  one  of 
considerable  difficulty,  and  your  staff  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
the  able  way  they  carried  out  the  work.  I  also  wish  to  thank 
them  for  their  help  whh  the  difficulties  of  the  introductory  period 
when  I  took  up  office. 

The  form  of  the  report  though  slightly  expanded  is  substantially 
the  same  as  in  the  previous  years  ;  the  object  remaining  to  present 
the  necessary  facts  as  briefly  and  clearly  as  possible. 

The  birth  rate  at  22.59  per  thousand  population  shows  a  slight 
increase  on  last  year  and  is  again  somewhat  higher  than  the  average 
for  the  whole  country  ;  of  the  total  births  in  the  area  8.5%  were 
illegitimate,  this  is  a  slight  improvement  on  last  year’s  figure. 
The  infantile  death  rate  shows  a  welcome  reduction  on  last  year's 
45  but  is  still  above  the  average  for  England  and  Wales,  continued 
vigilance  and  effort  will  be  required  in  this  direction. 

The  total  deaths  in  the  district  during  the  year  amounted  to 
208  including  15  deaths  of  children  under  one  year.  There  were 
no  maternal  deaths  during  the  period  and  the  death  rate  per  1,000 
population  remains  practically  unchanged. 

The  year  under  review  was  notable  for  the  widespread  incidence 
of  acute  anterior  poliomyelitis,  more  usually  known  as  infantile 
paralysis,  which  occured  during  the  late  summer  and  autumn 
months,  this  district  was  more  fortunate  than  some  of  its  neighbours 
in  having  only  one  confirmed  case  of  the  disease.  Measles  was  very 
prevalent  in  the  Rural  District  in  the  spring  months  April- June, 
and  following  a  short  lull  recurred  again  in  September  increasing 
gradually  until  the  end  of  the  year  and  continuing  in  epidemic 
proportions  into  1948.  Fortunately  although  the  disease  took 
quite  a  severe  form  in  many  cases  it  did  not  account  directly  for 
any  deaths.  There  was  no  notable  change  in  the  incidence  of 
other  notifiable  diseases  and  there  were  again  no  cases  of  diphtheria 
or  enteric  fever. 
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Difficulty  and  delay  has  been  expereinced  many  times  through¬ 
out  the  year  in  getting  isolation  hospital  accommodation  for  cases 
requiring  it.  Neighbouring  authorities  though  willing  to  help 
have  often  had  to  refuse  cases  on  account  of  lack  of  staff.  Fortun¬ 
ately  all  the  cases  requiring  it  were  eventually  found  accommodation 
but  it  has  at  times  been  a  matter  of  some  concern. 

The  old  Morris  infectious  disease  ambulance  which  had  caused 
trouble  for  some  time  because  of  its  unreliability  became  finally 
unusuable  in  August  and  was  replaced  by  the  Red  Cross  Chevrolet 
Ambulance  which  has  proved  very  satisfactory.  The  Grantham 
and  West  Kesteven  Ambulance  Committee  ceased  to  function 
after  the  5th  of  July  1948,  the  service  being  taken  over  by  the 
County  Council. 

The  Council  are  proceeding  with  their  housing  programme  as 
rapidly  as  allocations  permit.  For  the  time  being  the  needs  of 
the  agricultural  community  take  precedence  over  others  and  until 
they  are  met  the  rehousing  of  families  in  overcrowded  and  unfit 
houses — as  revealed  by  the  Rural  housing  survey — must  proceed 
slowly. 

Some  temporary  relief  of  the  acute  housing  shortage  has  been 
afforded  by  conversion  of  Ex-W.D.  hutments  at  Harlaxton  and 
North  Witham  but  this  has  mostly  been  absorbed  by  new-comers 
to  the  rural  districts. 

The  water  supply  in  many  parts  of  the  district  is  most 
unsatisfactory  as  regards  quantity  and  quality  much  of  it  being 
derived  from  polluted  shallow  wells.  The  Council  are  well  aware 
that  the  present  position  is  not  only  dangerous  to  the  health  of 
the  community  but  adversely  affects  agricultural  interests  and  the 
erection  of  new  houses,  and  are  pressing  forward  with  all  possible 
speed  with  their  interim  and  regional  water  schemes.  The  provision 
of  an  adequate  and  wholesome  water  supply  throughout  the  district 
as  quickly  as  possible  must  remain  one  of  the  Council’s  major 
concerns,  and  when  a  satisfactory  supply  is  provided  everything 
possible  should  be  done  to  encourage  domestic  users  to  have  it 
brought  within  their  dwellings. 

Modern  standards  of  health  and  comfort  demand  that  rural 
communities  shall  have  the  benefits  of  efficient  sewerage  disposal. 
The  problem  of  providing  this  service  in  the  West  Kesteven  Rural 
District  will  become  all  the  more  urgent  with  the  inception  of  an 
adequate  water  supply,  and  much  replacement  will  have  to  be 
considered  as  well  as  the  provision  of  new  schemes.  Small  schemes 
contemplated  to  meet  immediate  requirements  will  have  to  be 
considered  in  relation  to  the  ultimate  needs  of  the  area  as  in  the 
case  of  Old  Somerby. 
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During  the  year  1947  the  use  of  communal  dumps  in  or  near 
the  various  villages  continued  to  be  the  only  means  of  disposal 
of  refuse  in  the  district.  In  spite  of  efforts  to  keep  them  under 
control  they  had  become  aesthetically  objectionable,  and  dangerous 
to  health,  and  were  defeating  their  original  object.  I  am  glad  to 
be  able  to  report  that  the  Council  is  now  operating  a  scheme  for 
the  monthly  collection  of  refuse  throughout  all  the  villages.  The 
frequency  and  scope  of  the  collection  may  have  to  be  reviewed 
later  but  its  usefulness  cannot  be  doubted.  Every  effort  should 
be  made  to  have  the  existing  dumps  tidied  up  and  covered  so  that 
they  shall  no  longer  be  a  nuisance. 

I  should  like  in  conclusion  to  thank  the  Council  for  their 
interest  in  all  the  health  matters  brought  before  them,  and  the 
staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  loyalty  and  hard  work. 


I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


R.  F.  McKeown. 
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One  case  of  Whooping  Cough  died.  Ten  cases  of  Pneumonia  died. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1947. 


Age  Periods 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

1 

1 — 5  years 

5 — 10  years 

10 — 15  years 

15 — 20  years 

1 

20 — 25  years 

1 

1 

25 — 35  years 

2 

1 

35 — 45  years 

1 

45 — 55  years 

1 

55 — 65  years 

1 

2 

65  years  and 
upwards 

TOTALS 

3 

4 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

CANCER. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

1. 

Cancer  of  buc  :  Cav  and 

2. 

Oesoph  (M)  Unerus  (F)  .... 
Cancer  of  Stomach  and 

2 

2 

Duodenum 

1 

1 

3. 

Cancer  of  breast 

6 

6 

4. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

8 

5 

13 

9 


13 


22 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  ENDING  31/12/47. 


Causes  of  Death 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

1. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  Fevers 

. . . 

-t- 

- — - 

-  - 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— ■ 

— - 

— - 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— - 

— 

— - 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

■ — - 

1 

1 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— - 

— 

-  - 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

2 

7. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

3 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

- — • 

— - 

— - 

9. 

Influenza 

• — - 

2 

2 

10. 

Measles 

— - 

— . 

—  - 

11. 

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis 

— - 

— . 

— 

12. 

Acute  inf.  encephalitis  ... 

— • 

— - 

— - 

13. 

Cancer  of  buc  :  cav  :  and  oesophagus  ( 
Uterus  (f) 

m) 

2 

2 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— - 

1 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast 

— - 

6 

6 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

8 

5 

13 

17. 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

19 

23 

42 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

32 

29 

61 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

2 

2 

4 

21. 

Bronchitis 

6 

3 

9 

22. 

Pneumonia 

6 

4 

10 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

— ■ 

1 

1 

26. 

Appendicitis 

— - 

— 

■ — - 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

1 

2 

3 

28. 

Nephritis 

— 

2 

2 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post-abort  :  sepsis 

— 

— - 

— 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

— - 

— 

31. 

Premature  births 

3 

1 

4 

32. 

Con.  Mai  :  birth  :  infant  dis 

2 

3 

5 

33. 

Suicide 

•  • 

1 

1 

2 

34. 

Road  Traffic  accidents  ... 

•  • 

2 

- — - 

2 

35. 

Other  violent  causes 

•  • 

- — - 

— 

■ — - 

36. 

All  other  causes  ... 

.. 

... 

15 

13 

28 

All  causes 


103 


105 


208 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 


Midwifery  Services  and  Nursing  in  the  home. 

This  service  continues  to  be  carried  out  by  the  District  Nurse 
Midwives,  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Kesteven  County  Council 
to  extend  it  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

Mothers  with  children  may  obtain  advice  at  any  of  the  following 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  : — 


Alma  Park 

....  Community  Hall. 

1st  and  3rd  Monday  each  month. 

Ancaster 

....  Oddfellows  Hall. 

Last  Thursday  each  month. 

Claypole 

....  Village  Hall. 

2nd  Tuesday  each  month. 

Colster  worth  .... 

....  Wesleyan  School. 

4th  Monday  each  month. 

Fulbeck 

....  Reading  Room. 

Last  Wednesday  each  month. 

Harrowby 

....  Community  Hall. 

1st  Thursday  each  month. 

Long  Bennington 

....  Village  Hall. 

1st  Friday  each  month. 

Ropsley 

....  Church  Hall. 

3rd  Friday  each  month. 

Stoke  Rochford 

....  Village  Hall. 

Last  Wednesday  each  month. 

School  Clinic. 

Provided  by  the  Local  Education  Authority. 

Beaconfield  l  Open  Mondays  to  Fridays  inclusive 
Sandon  Road  j  9 — 11  a.m.  Medical  Officer  in 
Grantham.  (  attendance  Tuesday  only. 
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Regular  treatment  and  sessions  are  undertaken  by  the  Dental 
Surgeon  and  Physiotherapists  and  consultations  arranged  with 
visiting  specialists. 

Ambulance  Service. 

Ambulance  and  sitting  case  cars  are  stationed  at  Grantham. 
For  urgent  cases  these  can  be  obtained  by  ringing  up  the  nearest 
main  Police  Station — Grantham  810.  None  urgent  journeys  can 
only  be  arranged  through  the  County  Council’s  Public  Health 
Department. 

General  and  Maternity  Hospitals. 

The  Grantham  and  Kesteven  General  Hospital  and  the 
Institution,  Dysart  Road  now  administered  by  the  Sheffield 
Hospital  Board  cater  for  the  needs  of  the  area. 

Tuberculosis  Hospital. 

The  local  Health  Authority  will  continue  for  the  present  to 
maintain  the  exisiting  arrangements  for  admission  of  cases  sanatoria. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

There  is  no  isloation  accommodation  in  the  immediate  area. 
Isolation  is  arranged  when  necessary  with  hospitals  in  other  areas 
under  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic. 

The  present  service  will  be  continued  for  the  time  being  by 
the  Local  Health  Authority. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1947. 


Public  Health  Department, 

19,  Watergate, 

Grantham. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

West  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1947. 

The  work  of  the  Department  was  affected  by  the  lack  of  a 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  from  January  until  August  and  thanks 
are  due  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  advice  and 
assistance  during  that  difficult  period.  The  appointment  of 
Dr.  McKeown  was  therefore  an  important  event  of  the  year  and 
one  which  I  personally  welcomed  as  his  guidance  concerning  many 
matters  have  been  very  much  appreciated. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Anderson  as  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  December  1946  resulted  in  a  commencement  being 
made  on  the  Rural  Housing  Survey. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  Report  that  much  time  has  had  to 
be  spent  on  Building  Licensing.  This  work  has  of  course  assisted 
in  ensuring  that  the  essential  repairs  and  alterations  required  to 
houses  and  farm  buildings  have  received  priority  and  that  the 
labour  and  materials  required  for  the  housing  programme  have 
not  been  diverted  to  other  less  essential  works. 

Thanks  are  again  due  to  your  Council  for  their  continued 
support,  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  whose  valued  advice  is  so 
readily  given  and  to  the  other  Departments  for  their  co-operation 
and  assistance. 

I  am,  Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  DEAN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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HOUSING  1947. 


1.  — Dwelling  Houses  Inspected. 

(a)  Inspections  for  Housing  Defects  ...  ...  ...  276 

(b)  Dwelling  Houses  found  unfit  ...  ...  ...  38 

(e)  Dwelling  Houses  found  not  fit  in  all  respects  ...  ...  233 

(d)  Re-inspection  and  visits  to  works  in  progress  ...  ...  263 

(e)  Re -Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(/)  New  Buildings  (Supervision  under  Building  Byelaws)  ...  196 

(g)  Re  Council  House  repairs  ...  ...  ...  579 

{h)  Housing  Sites,  Surveys,  Inspection  of  Works  in  Progress  ...  510 

2.  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 

notices. 

(a)  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  Authority  or 

their  Officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  153 

(b)  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  go 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act 

1936. 

(a)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

By  owners  ...  ...  ...  . ..  Nil 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  — ■ Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

(b)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  ...  j 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  j 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(a)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  5. 

(b)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(a)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

[b)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms,  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 
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SUMMARY  OF  OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Factories  : — - 

(a)  With  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  It) 

(b)  Without  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  14 

Slaughter-houses  and  Knackers  Yards  ...  ...  ...  9 

Food  Preparing  Premises  : — - 

(a)  Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

( b )  Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

(c)  Other  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Cowsheds  and  Diaries  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Milk  Samples  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  — • 

Petroleum  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  236 

Water  samples  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Sewer  Dykes  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works  ...  ...  ...  185 

Infectious  Disease  Inquiries  and  Disinfections  ...  ...  50 

Verminous  Premises  and  Disinfestations  ...  ...  ...  27 

Drainage  : — • 

(a)  Colour  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(b)  Water  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

(c)  Smoke  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

(d)  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  129 

Scavenging  Work  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Camping  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Special  Surveys  : — 

(a)  Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  160 

(b)  Scavenging  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  Sewage  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(d)  Rural  Housing  Survey  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,307 

Town  and  Country  Planning,  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  36 

Building  Licensing,  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  266 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  333 

Temporary  Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 


Total  3,362 
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HOUSING  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 


A  commencement  was  made  on  the  Housing  Survey  and  the 
following  information  was  obtained  : — 

Number  Percentage 


No.  of  houses 

Classification. 

surveyed 

1 305 

■ 

Category 

1 

Houses  fit  in  all  respects 

368 

28.1 

y  i 

2 

Houses  with  minor  defects 

19 

1.6 

y  y 

3 

Houses  requiring  struc¬ 
tural  alteration  or  repair 

724 

55.5 

y  y 

4 

Houses  requiring  recon¬ 
ditioning  or  reconstruction 

54 

4 

y  y 

5 

Houses  requiring  demoli¬ 
tion  and  replacement 

140 

10.8 

The  above  information  reveals  that  many  new  houses  are  required 
to  re-house  families  at  present  occupying  unfit  houses.  Many 
other  houses  are  in  need  of  early  repairs  otherwise  they  too  will 
only  be  fit  for  demolition.  However,  very  little  can  be  done  at 
the  present  time  whilst  labour  and  materials  must  be  concentrated 
on  the  building  of  additional  houses  primarily  to  house  agricultural 
workers  required  to  implement  the  present  inadequate  labour  force. 

Although  much  work  has  been  done,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
tabulated  figures  in  obtaining  essential  repairs  to  cottages,  much 
remains  to  be  done  and  the  work  becomes  increasingly  more  difficult 
with  each  rise -in  the  cost  of  building  work  compared  with  the 
average  cottage  rent  of  3/-  to  5/-  per  week. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Further  progress  was  made  during  the  year  towards  the 
commencement  of  the  Regional  Scheme  and  negotiations  took 
place  for  the  acquisition  of  additional  sources  of  supply  from  Air 
Ministry.  The  Motherford  Spring  at  North  Witham  utilised  by 
that  Ministry  during  the  war  and  linked  with  your  Council’s  Foxhole 
Spring  at  Colsterworth  would  provide  for  extensions  in  the  Southern 
area  and  the  bore  hole  into  the  Lincolnshire  limestone  at  Lenton 
would  provide  for  extensions  to  Parishes  in  the  South  and  East 
of  the  area. 
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The  end  of  the  year  promised  an  early  start  being  made  with 
main  laying  from  these  sources  together  with  extensions  from 
Grantham  Water  Company’s  supply  and  the  North  Kesteven 
Rural  District  Supply  into  Fulbeck  Parish.  An  existing  and  unused 
borehole  into  the  Lincolnshire  limestone  at  Old  Somerby  was  also 
observed  over  a  period  and  test  pumped  in  the  late  autumn. 
Although  there  was  some  doubt  as  to  the  adequacy  of  the  supply, 
the  test  proved  that  there  was  a  sufficient  supply  for  the  immediate 
needs  of  that  Parish  where  the  main  existing  supply  is  obtained 
from  deep  wells  via  that  ancient  insanitary  and  “  back-aching  ” 
contraption  known  as  a  “  jack-roll  and  bucket  ”. 

The  majority  of  the  Parishes  in  the  Rural  District  have  to 
rely  on  well  water,  wells  which  are  in  the  majority  “  shallow  ”  and 
yielding  water  of  a  doubtful  quality  and  a  very  variable  quantity. 
A  good  pressure  water  supply  is  the  first  essential  for  a  healthy 
district  and  the  forerunner  of  modern  housing,  modern  sanitation 
and  the  production  of  clean  milk  and  other  food  supplies. 

The  public  supplies  to  the  villages  of  Barrowby,  Colsterworth, 
Claypole  and  Fenton  proved  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and 
quantity.  The  pressure  of  the  Stubton  supply  was  improved  to 
some  extent  during  the  year.  Several  leakages  were  traced  and 
repaired.  The  flow  of  the  springs  supplying  the  villages  of  Burton 
Coggles,  Ancaster,  Sudbrook,  Ropsley  and  Welby  were  con¬ 
siderably  reduced  during  the  autumn  after  the  exceptionally  dry 
summer.  The  Skillington  and  Colsterworth  pumping  units 
continued  to  operate  satisfactorily  and  required  very  little  main¬ 
tenance. 

The  carting  of  drinking  water  was  continued  to  Long 
Bennington,  Westborough  and  Dry  Doddington  throughout  the 
year,  not  even  one  day  being  missed  during  several  weeks  of  wintry 
weather.  It  is  hoped  that  this  unsatisfactory  means  of  supply 
will  be  eliminated  by  early  priority  being  given  to  these  Parishes 
for  an  interim  supply  from  Air  Ministry  mains  within  the  Parish 
or  if  this  is  not  economically  possible,  immediately  after  the 
sinking  of  the  proposed  borehole  in  Long  Bennington  into  the 
bunter  sandstones. 


The  summer  drought  severely  taxed  all  wells  throughout  the 
district  and  water  carting  had  to  be  extended  to  include  the  villages, 
of  Harlaxton,  Caythorpe,  Ingoldsby,  Humby,  Ropsley,  Burton 
Coggles  and  part  of  Ancaster. 
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New  connections  to  the  Council’s  water  undertakings  were 
made  during  the  year  as  follows 

Barrowby  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Claypole,  Stubton  and  Fenton  ....  ....  ....  4 

Colsterworth  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

SEWERS  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  sewage  disposal  plants  in  Barrowby  and  Claypole  have 
again  been  maintained  with  difficulty.  At  Claypole  the  settling 
tanks  and  particularly  the  amount  of  land  available  for  broad 
irrigation  are  not  adequate  for  the  increased  flow  of  sewage. 
Further  early  consideration  should  be  given  to  either  the  con¬ 
struction  of  an  additional  settling  tank  and  the  purchase  of  additional 
land,  or  reconsideration  of  the  complete  scheme  for  the  villages  in 
the  Claypole  area.  It  is  hoped  to  carry  out  certain  improvement 
works  to  the  main  plant  at  Barrowby  in  the  New  Year. 

The  second  sewage  disposal  plant  at  Barrowby  and  the  plants 
to  the  Housing  sites  at  Harlaxton  and  Colsterworth  are  producing 
satisfactory  effluents.  The  distributor  apparatus  to  the  Hough- 
on-the-Hill  plant  will  soon  require  renewal. 

The  provision  of  satisfactory  sewerage  and  disposal  works 
must  be  given  early  consideration  in  order  that  such  works  can 
proceed  along  with  the  water  and  housing  schemes.  A  priority 
system  must  be  formulated  in  order  that  each  village  or  group 
of  villages  can  be  dealt  with  in  the  order  of  urgency  of  demand. 
A  case  for  first  and  urgent  priority  is  the  village  of  Skillington 
where  almost  untreated  sewage  discharges  into  a  water  catchment 
area  and  housing  progress  is  held  up. 

The  cost  of  maintaining  the  miles  of  sewer  dykes  and 
“  awarded  ”  land  drainage  dykes  has  again  increased  and  suitable 
labour  is  more  than  ever  difficult  to  obtain.  The  employment 
of  permanent  workmen  is  necessary. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL  AND  SALVAGE. 

Unfortunately,  the  proposed  house-to-house  collection  of 
refuse  was  postponed  until  1948  and  the  emptying  of  village  refuse 
enclosures  had  to  be  continued. 

It  is  agreed  that  a  large  part  of  domestic  refuse  today  consists 
of  empty  food  tins  and  the  regular  collection  of  these  will  assist, 
but  the  disposal  of  domestic  ashes,  where  there  is  a  density  of 
housing,  also  presents  a  problem.  Until  ashes  can  be  collected 
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along  with  other  domestic  refuse,  the  village  refuse  enclosures 
cannot  all  be  removed  and  the  tipping  of  collected  refuse  cannot  be 
effectively  controlled. 

The  provision  of  dustbins  by  householders  and  the  carrying 
out  of  the  refuse  collection  scheme  by  direct  labour  will  result 
in  considerable  improvement  and  remove  many  causes  for  complaint. 

f 

The  collection  of  salvage  was  limited  due  to  the  diversion  o 
transport  to  the  more  essential  task  of  carting  water. 

FOOD  SUPPLY. 

The  whole  of  the  meat  supply  for  the  rural  area  continues 
to  be  distributed  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  from  their  central 
slaughter-house  in  the  Borough  of  Grantham,  and  meat  inspection 
is  carried  out  by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  absence  of  the 
Borough  Sanitary  Inspector.  No  action  appears  to  have  been  taken 
to  improve  this  slaughter-house  which  is  far  too  small  for  the 
quantity  of  meat  handled.  The  lack  of  cold  storage  and  adequate 
hanging  space  still  causes  loss  of  meat  supplies  during  the  summer 
months  due  to  decomposition. 

More  attention  has  been  paid  during  the  year  to  food  preparing 
premises,  road  transport  cafe’s  and  ice-cream  manufacturers  and 
unsatisfactory  conditions  have  been  remedied. 

The  following  unsound  foods  were  surrended  and  destroyed 
or  disposed  of  as  instructed 


Article 

Quantity 

Bread 

.  280  lbs. 

Margarine 

28  lbs. 

Soya  Flour 

.  23  lbs. 

Bacon 

15  lbs. 

Cheese 

.  3  lbs. 

Results  of  ice-cream  samples  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  laboratory  were  as  follows  : — 


Presumptive 
coliforms  in  1/10  ml. 

Faecal  coli 

in  1/10  ml. 

No.  of  specimens  .... 

Present 

13 

Absent 

15 

Present 

6 

Absent 

22 

Percentage  of  total .... 

49% 

51% 

23% 

77% 
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RAT  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 


The  regular  poisoning  of  rats  in  sewers  and  refuse  tips  has 
been  carried  out  with  the  pre-baiting  method  on  behalf  of  the 
Council  by  the  Kesteven  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  and 
minor  infestations  on  private  property  have  also  been  dealt  with. 

No  major  infestations  were  noted  during  the  year. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

386  premises  remain  on  the  register  of  milk  producers  and 
purveyors,  the  majority  being  wholesale  rather  then  retail  purveyors. 

It  will  readily  be  seen  from  the  number  of  registrations  that 
in  order  to  enforce  the  Milk  and  Diaries  Order  in  this  area,  the 
full  time  employment  of  one  officer  for  this  purpose  is  warranted 
and,  consequently  as  the  necessary  technical  staff  is  not  available, 
no  outstanding  results  can  be  claimed.  However,  the  Department 
works  in  close  liaison  with  the  Officers  of  the  Agricultural  Committee 
who  are  doing  an  excellent  job  of  work  in  endeavouring  to  improve 
standard  of  milk  production.  The  standard  of  cowshed  construction 
is  also  being  improved  and  model  specifications  and  drawings  have 
been  produced  by  the  Department  to  assist  in  this  work,  not  only 
for  new  cowsheds  but  for  the  adaptation  and  reconditioning  of 
existing  buildings. 

LICENCES  ISSUED  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  MINISTRY  OF 
WORKS  UNDER  CONTROL  OF  CIVIL  BUILDING. 


No.  of  Licences  Cost 

£ 


Repairs  to  Farm-houses 

60 

4,216 

,,  Other  houses 

153 

11,406 

,,  Farm  buildings 

41 

2,317 

Ordinary  Maintenance  .... 

52 

3,023 

Conversions  to  dwelling-houses 

18 

9,630 

Erection  of  New  Houses  by  private 
enterprise 

21 

24,140 

Erection  of  Garages  etc. 

2 

50 

347 


£54,782 
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PETROLEUM  AND  CARBIDE 
Number  in  force  (Petroleum)  .... 
Number  in  force  (Carbide) 

New  licences  (Petroleum) 

New  licences  (Carbide)  .... 


OF  CALCIUM  LICENCES. 

.  37 

.  2 

.  1 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

1.  INSPECTIONS. 


Number  of 

Number - - — - - — * — — - — 

Premises  on  Inspec-  Written  Occupiers 

Register  tions  Notices  prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4,  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  local 

authorities  46  17  2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by  the 

local  authority  11  13  3 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises). 


57  30  5 


2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Particulars 


Number  of  cases  in  which  Number  of 

defects  were  found  cases  in 

- - — - ■ —  which 

Referred  prosecutions 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 
Found  Re-  In-  In-  instituted 


medied  spector  spector 


Want  of  cleanliness  6 

Overcrowding  — 

Unreasonable 

temperature  — 

Inadequate  ventilation  — 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  insufficient  2 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

defective  3 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  2 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act  — 


6—2 


2 

2 

2 


1 


13 


12 


1 


2 
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COUNCIL  HOUSES. 


At  the  31st  December  the  Council  had  256  houses  in  various 
parishes  throughout  the  District. 

For  the  first  time  attention  was  paid  to  the  improvement  of 
the  appearance  of  housing  sites  by  the  planting  of  trees  and  shrubs. 
This  should  encourage  the  tenants  to  further  improve  the  appearance 
of  their  gardens. 

A  late  start  was  made  with  the  post-war  housing  programme 
and  progress  was  very  slow  due  to  bad  weather  conditions  and  the 
shortage  of  labour  and  materials.  The  following  table  gives  the 
position  of  the  first  stage  of  the  programme  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 


Traditional 

In  course  of 
construction 

Completed 

3  B.R.  Parlour  type 

26 

6 

Non-traditional. 

Tarran  Bungalow  .... 

— 

10 

Swedish  Timber  .... 

6 

10 

Aluminium  Bungalow 

(Site  preparation) 

32 

Conversion  of  War-time 
Buildings 

67 

4 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

Houses  erected  or  altered  .  ....  45 

Garages,  Huts  etc.  .  16 

Farm  Buildings  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Factories  ....  .  ....  ....  2 

Other  Buildings  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  .  .  3 


- 


